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SECRETARY(CARA) |7
Ph.011-26180194

Central Adoption Resource Agency
B T~ TR e A
(An autonomous body under the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India)
(WW%WWWWW%WW:W)

DO No.17-4/2004-CARA(Pt.I)Y/ Dated:20-6-2006.
. .. Date ..... ...
NO. o e

YESHPAL DABAS _
'“/:‘.

.\i

On 19-6-2006, CNN-IBN News Channel repeatedly telecast the news that  M/s.
Preet Mandir, Pune is selling babies to foreigners for a price of 12000 US §. Thc copies
of report down loaded from Website of CNN-IBN News initially posted on 19-6-20006
and subsequently updated on 20-6-2006 are enclosed.

# Y 2, As per the report, Stx CNN-IBN reporters conducted a special investigation over

’ 6 months in Pune, Maharashtra, Rourkela, Cochin and London. The CNN-IBN
investigation found that Shri J.S. Bhasin, Trustee Secretary of Preet Mandir runs a
countrywide network to source unwanted babies. Further, the babies come from hapless
unwed méthers'and he always makes sure that he gets the babies cheap. He then sells
themn to uninformed foreigners often for as much Rs.5.5 lakhs per baby. The price per
baby 1s 12000 US S now,

3. [ shall be grateful if you maxe an in-depth investigation and furnish a deiailed
report for further necessary action at this end.

With regards.

:"\ V,,'-._L/ Y .
P’ v Yours sincerely.
Lo AT

L

e A )
p *0 Z{» - ('X)—\«(/ ( ~T
¢ ) T
I» "
'“*Q[ (YESHPAL DABAS)
Smt, Vandna Krishna,

Secretary,

Department of Women & Child Deptt.,
Govt. of Maharashtra.

Mumbai.

VL Wi / ‘ New Delhi-110 066 (India)
West Block - VI, Wing - 11, 2ad Floor, R.K. Puram, &
Ph.: 91—01615-26106783. 26103378, 26105346, 26106725, 26712‘71:"3,TC~ICIF:1X :91-011-26180198
N E-mail : cara@bol.net.in Websice: adoptionindia.nic.in


mailto:cara@boLnet.in

MRS. S.K. MISHRA

JT. DIRECTOR (il

Central Adoptigh Resource Agency
FHld TAH-TE WA Tt

i f India)
| mous body under the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government o
A autone (TRT WRER B AR 0F 1 e "Irera & oA warga: Ra)

DO No.17-4/2004/CARA(PLIN2006/ P2°29:6:2006.

No.

Dear Madam ..

Please refer to this office DO letter of even No. Dated 20-06-2006 and your
letter No.ADP/2006/C.R.221/ -3 dated 21-06-2006 regarding suspension of inter-
country recognition certificate of Preet Mandir, Pune.

The dgt_z_a_iic;_c!__i_x_)spection report of the said Or
t this office. T shal be gratelul if you furnish the sa
further action,

ganisation has not yel been received
me at the earliest to cnable us to take

With regards.

Yours sincerelv,

/~//H/'~{”/" ¢

5 (MRS. S.K. MISHRA)

Mus. Vandana Krishna, [AS,
Stecretary, _

Women & Child Develspment Deptt.,
Govt. of Maharashirs,

New Administrative Blde.. 3" floor.
Mantralaya,

Mumbai-32.

VesiBloe ' o, RLK. P v lhi ladia)
i 28 Puram, New Delhi-110 066 ( ’
si-Bleck - VI, W - 11, 2nd Bloor, R.K. . . ) o0
My, 91 EY/ICF"ZBGIT(C)2783 2()1()!;%7'8. 26105346.26106725, 26712713, Telefax : 9) g
v, 91-011-261 . 2

L-mail : cara®@bol.nct.in Website : adopuionindia.nic.in
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Central Adoptibn Resourcé Agency
HEIA TR TG TEEA T

(An autonomous body under the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India)

No. .... .........
- /
o
v oo
(n -~
(/:,
V4

(MRE WXeR B Jed F a1 et dwey @ ophF wraa: Fre)

....... No.17-4/2004-CARA(Pt.l/ DatB-7-2006: -

ORDER

Whereas it I*i!é‘s been tepeatedly telecast on 19" and 20" June. 2006 by
CNN-IBN News chianrel that Preet Mandir, Pune is selling babies to foreigners for
a price of USD 12000,

Whereas-a Show Cause Notice of even No. dt. 20-6-06 was issued to Preet
Mandir to explain their conduct in this regard,

Whereas Preet Mandir in their reply dt. 26-6-06 to the Show Cause Notice
has denied all the charges levelled against them,

Whereas the State Govt. of Muaharashtra, Deptt. of Women & Child Dev.
has recommended tlie suspension of Recognition for dealing with Inter-country
Adoption by WMUs. Preet Mandir at the earliest, :

And. Whereas an enquiry is pending against Preet Mandir in the matter.
Therefore, the recognition of Preet Mandir for dealing with Inter-country
Adoption 1s hereby suspended with immediate effect.

However, in the best interest of the children where Preet Mandir has
already matched Prospective Adoptive Parents for inter-country adoptions, such
cases will be processed as per the Guidelines irrespective of suspension of their
recognition under this order.

!
v

i (YESHPAL DABAS)
: SECRETARY(CARA)

Tel:011-26180194
M/s. Preet Mandir,
Balwant Kartar Anand Foundation,
Anand Corner. Dr. Coya li Road,
Pune-411001.

secyltC:\My Documents\gsk\sunihGSK Full backup\Gsk\scevlt.doc

West Block - VIII, Wing - 11, 2nd Floor, R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110 066 (India) )
Ph.:91-011-26106783,26103378,26105346,26106725,26712713, Telefax:91-011-26180198
E-mail : cara@bol.net.in° Website : adoptionindia.nic.in
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CC: N7 Mrs. Vandana Krishna, [AS, o o T
Secretary,
Women & Cliuld Developnent Deptt.,
_ Govt. of Malarashtra,
*New Administrative Bldg., 3™ flvor,
Madain ‘Cama Road, ,
Munibai-32 — with reference to their Letter No.ADP-2006/C.R.221/D-3,
dt. 21-+6=06.

2. Commnissioner.
Comniissionerate,
Women & Child Development Deptt.,
State Govt. of Maharashtra,
Pune.

(O8]

Adoption Coordinating Agencies(ACA),
Shahane Consultants Pvt. Ltd.,
1117/5/A, Ganesh Khind Road,
Shivajinagar, Pune-16.

4. Adoption Scrutiny Agencies(ASA),
Shishuadhar for the Child,
Anand Nagar Park,
Bidg. INo.13. Flat No.27 & 28, Paud Road,
Kotlwird. Pune-29.

5. NIC~’f01 Website of CARA and MoWCD.

(YESHPAL DABAS)
SECRETARY(CARA)

secyltC:\My Documentsigsk\suniN\GSK Full backup\Gsk\secylt.doc



Central Adoption Resource Agency
(Al HE AT FEEH T

(An autonomous body uhder the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India)

TRa WRER @ ®ed @ ad e J3ad @ orl|g w@raa: Hara)

. Date ... .. .
17°4/2004-CARA (pt. II) 380 Sep. 2006

Smt. Vandna Knishna
Sccerelary
Women & Child Development Dept.,

L ‘Govt. of Mahavrashtra

v Y New Administrative Building

3rd Floor, Opp. Mantralaya
Madam Cama Road, Mumbai - 400 032,
Maharashtra.

Ref. Yoiir letter dt: 4th July 2006 and 10t August 2006 on M/s
Preet Mandir

Madam,

I am directed to inform you that the Ministry of Women & Child
Development, Govl. of India, has desired to have a complele status reporton
the activities of the adoption agency t.e. Preet Mandir, functioning in thc
State of Maharashtra.

You arce, therefore, requested to send a complete report on the issuc
Your rceport may include inter alia the following:-

(}’\/) (1) The allegations lavelled against Preet Mandir. A copy ol cach
'/\\J complaimt rceeived by the State Govt. may be enclosced.
, (1) The findings of the State Govt. on the allegations lavelled against the
z ; agency 1 case enquires have been completed. Copy of cach report
S/VJ may be made available.
N (1) Action taken agamst the Prect Mandir bascd on the findings vide )
pags ey above.
NN (v} The findings of the State Govt. especially on the allegation of selling
Cb'"’ﬁ\/”\') children by Preet Mandir.
75 Y v
2t
-
Tt
@

West Block - VI, Wing - [, 2ad Floor, R.K. Puram, New Delni-110 066 {(nd1a)
Ph.:91-011-26106783, 26103378,26105346, 26106725,26712713. Telefax: 93-011-26180198
E-mail : cara@bol.net.in Website : adoptionindia.nic.in
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(V) Anv rregularities noticed by the State Govioan the course of
mvestigations i adoption cascs inalized by Preet Mandic dirmg last
Lwo ycars.

(vi)  Acuon taken or being contemplated {or irrcgularives vide {v)

(vil)  Any other aspects, having a bearing on Lhe activitics of Preet Manchr,
which the State Govi. desires to bring to the nolice of CARA/Ministry
ol Women and Child Development.

An carly report will be highly appreciated.

Yours (arthiuily,

et

(
Deputy Dirceior fCAR Y
Tet, Ng 2 OR23 0
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YESHPAL DABAS
SECRETARY (CARA)
Ph.011-26180194 '

J\7 Central Adoption Resource Agency
e

(An autonomous body under the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India)

HTF XUV HEHA T
(WRe ¥R @& e vd a7 Ao "Aea @ anfm @rad: Prer) Lo/ gl (s

15.9.2006
Date

Dear Madam,

In connection with investigations into complaints received against Preet
Mandir, Pune, a list of children transferred to the Agency from other
Agencies/Places within and outside the State of Maharashtra during the period
from March’2003 to August’2006 is required bv CARA

[ shall be grateful if you could obtain this information from concerned
Officers and furnish the same to CARA immediately.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

- 1.
)’1 | B \/i: . (Yeshpal Dabas)
( VR R W _’)
Mrs. Vandana Krishnan
Secretary to Govt. of Maharashtra
Deptt. of Women & Child Development-
New Administrative Building
3rd Floor, Opp. Mantralaya
Madam Cama Road
Mumbai - 400032
30

West Block - VI, Wing - [[, 2nd Floor, R.K, Puram, New Delhi-110 066 (ladial
Ph.:91.011-26106783,26103378,26105346, 26106725, 26712713, Telefax: 91-011-26180198
E-mail : cara@bol.net.in Website : adoptionindia.nic.in
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Céhtral Adoption Resource Agency
HsT TR~ TGO HETET T

(An autonomous body under the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of india)

(TRer wRER B afken vd 4l ferd Faea @ anie wrd: rer)
D.O.No.1-1/2001/Mah/CARA Date ..10.10.2006 ...

A copy of the Letter No.PM/649/06, dtd.02.9.2006 from Preet Mandir, Pune
addressed to the undersigned regarding the pipeline cases of adoption awaiting
court orders is enclosed.

In this regard, Secretarv(WCD), Govt. of India, has observed that a close
monitoring is needed in the matter. It is therefore desirable that necessary action
may be taken by the State Government to ensure timely disposal of all cases
pending in the Family Court and District Court. Further the State Government
may also consider transfer of special needs children, who are likely to go in foreign
adoption but acceptance has not been conveyed by 7.7.2006 to some other agencies.

I shall be grateful if CARA is informed of the action taken in the matter. A
status report on the progress of pipeline cases may also be sent to us regularlv in
| every fortnight.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

A

(Yeshpal Dabas)

Smt. Vandna Krishna.

Secretary,

Women & Child Development Depl.. e
Government of Maharashtra.

New Administrative Building.

3rd Floor, Opp. Mantralaya.

M.C. Road, Mumbai - 400032

D wmiber Rees i e

West Block - VIIL, Wing - [{, 2nd Floor. R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110 066 {India)
Ph.:91-011-26106783, 26103378, 26105346, 26106725, 26712713.'1‘clc.fax 291-011-26180198

F.omail caza@hoiner o Wohaue sdampioniads aieon



SHPAL DABAS G a2
SECRETARY .
o2s18019¢  Gentral Adoption Resource Agency
AR EI RS CERE RS
{(An autonomous body under thre Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India)

(MRa ERAR & AfEAT Ta a6 e e @ orfE wraa: )

No. ... D.O:.N0.17-4/2004-CARA (Pt.1) Date ... (1.17.2006 - -

Dear Meglounn

Kindly refer to myv D.O. Letter of even No. dtd.10.10.2006 regarding the
pipeline cases of adoption trom Preet Mandir, Pune awaiting Court Orders (copy
enclosed).

y

I shall be grateful if vou could inform us,the developments in the matter

and also send a status report on pipeline cases.

With regards,

-

L A .
TR ( _ Yours sincerelv,
D , // C":‘ o !
'\' Lo / . /\;Z '
s , : T
N é" :: o ! 44?) > -~ _'J
3/ 0 (Yeshpal Dabas)

Smt. Vandna Krishina

Secretary

Women & Child Development Dept.
Government of Maharashtra

New Administrative Buiiding

3rd Floor, Opp. Mantralava

M.C. Road, Mumbai - 400032

[ S L R TN

West Black - V1L, Wing - 11, 2nd Floor, R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110 066 ((ndia)
Ph.:91-011-26106783,26103378. 26105346, 26106725, 26712713, Telefax:91-011-26130198

E-mait:cara@bol.netan Website s adopuionind:a.nican
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No.

T - Tl
Central

FHETG ARGV ETHT o=t
(An autonomous body under the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India)

(MRd WReR & JEd @ 9t Rfers darean @ ande @ma: Frara)

The Secretary

Women & Child Development Dept., Government of Maharashtra
New Administrative Building

3rd Floor, Opp. Mantralaya

Madam Cama Road

Mumbai - 400032, Maharashtra

Sub: IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMABY
CRIMINAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION
CRIMINAL WRIT PETITION NO. 1945 OF 2006

Madam,

Please [ind enclosed herewith a copy of the petition received {rom
Mr. Vidya N. Manjrekar, Advocate, High Court of Mumbai, dt: September
8, 2006 on the above mentioned subject. 1 am directed to inform you
that your comments on the said petition will be helpful in preparing
para-wise comments on the above petition.

You are requested to send your comments on the above. This may

please be treated as urgent.
Yours laithfully,
A @// .
e

(J.[Pati)

Deputy Director (CARA)
Encl. as above

West Block - VIIT, Wing - [I, 2nd Floor, R.K. Puram. New Declhi-110 066 (India)
Ph.:91-011-26106783,26103378, 26105346, 26106725,26712713, Telefax:91-011-26180198
E-mail: cara@bol.net.in Website : adoptionindia.nic.in


mailto:E-mail:cara@bol.ncr.in

GOVERNMENT OF MATARASTTTICS

Confidential
LRGENT NoOADP 2060 &7 220 1y

Women and Child [oev . 1)on
New Administratives Bida. 5 oor
Mantraiava, Mo i, - 0003
Date: 21 June, 206

To,

Smt. Renuka Chidambaram,

Secretary, CARA,

Govt. of India,

Ministry of Women & Child Development,

West Block-8, Wing-11, 2™ floor,

R.K.Puram, New D€|hl- 10066.

D Sub : Suspension of intercountry recognition certificate of
Preet Mandir, Pune.

Dear Madam,

CNN/IBN television news channel is telecasting a series regarding the

intercountry adoption process in India from 19" June, 2006, 1n the nov
telecast on 19.6.2006. The channel has alleged that Preet Mand v, on cdopuen
agency in Pune, demands amount S 12000 from foreign adonticn parciis, aid
children are being wrafficked and seid to foreigners.

Considering the serious nature ot the above aliegations, the Sraie Gov:

recommends the suspension ol recognition certificate [or ihe intercountn

adoption of Preet Mandir at the cariiest.

1TS

A detatled inspection n this r2gard is being camied out.

!
‘\/57)((/6/\/ 2t C Yours Sincoreh

\‘ ]' i o ()-'\"\ .
115 Lt
et e ~ ( Vandana Krishna )

/ . Secratary, |
/ Women & Child Devciopmo

R RS RN P



D.ON0.ADP-2006/C.R.221/D-3

Women & Child Development Department
New Administrative Building. 3" oo,
Mantralaya. Mumbai-400032.

Date : 4 July. 2006.

Vandana Krishna

Secretary

Sub.: News telecast on CNN / IBN

Ref.: Secretary CARA’s D.O.letter No.17-4/2004-CARA(PL1), dated
20.6.2006.

Dear Shri. Deul= ¢

)

~

. I would like to invite your attention to this department’s letter of cven no.
ADP-2006/C.R.221/D-3, dated 21.6.2006 in connection with vour letier under

reference.

The in-depth investigation of Preet Mandir, Pune is being camied out. but i

may take some ume. However, the allegations of CNN-IBN News Channe,
Preet Mandir. Pune 15 “selling” babies to foreigners and that Shri. J.S.Bhasin,
Trustee Secretary runs a countrywide network to source unwanted babies arc itseii
of serious nature and deserve stringent action. We suggest that the abéve media
reports are sufficient to warrant an immediate suspension of Preet Mandir’s 1ner
éé}"/t country license without waiting for any further enquiry. From our cxpericnce ol
earlier inspection of Preet Mandir, we can say that is very dilficult 10 o
documentany evidence about this institute claiming higher charges Tor Toreiay
adoption. Ixtra donations taken from foreign adoptive parents are not documented
m the records of Preet Mandir ; it is understood that these donations arc accepied
from agencies other that the parents, and in the name of some other trusts.
Therefore, it is requested to treat the sting operation conducted by CNN-IBN
ar

channel itselt a-sLe\'ldence,



This channel’s investigation reveals that Preet Mandir forged docume

some children to show that they were not getting Indian parents. The chairperson

-

A.C.A., Pune admits that the non-acceptance letters of Indian parents pm(luccd b
this institute are bogus. and that some placement agencics have a Hc-u?a SURE
adoption agencies abroad. ;The explanation of A.C.A., Pune should also be called
by CARA for accepting bogus non-acceptance letters. The role of ,f\‘(‘f__;_\. s '\';crf\
crucial during the process of foreign adoption. Had they reflused 1o gi'\f'c NOC s
where they found bogus or manipulated non-acceptance letters, Prect -Mandir

would not have been able to give bables in foreign adoption so casihy

The Gonvernment of Maharashtra has earlier sent the inspection report o) ===
organization in connection  with the complaint against Prect NMava
Coi.Sukhadey Singh vide letter dated 4.7.2003 (Copy enclosed herewith). 1= o

report. 1t was highlighted that there are so many grey areas In the mtercaunin
adoption process of Preet Mandir which can be questioned.  Ilowoever, tiw
complaimt was set aside by CARA.,

The State Government has already recommended the suspension ol
intercountry recognition of this institute. A quick action in this regard s expected,
I therefore, would be obliged if you consider this recommendation. 1L is further
recommended to conduct a separate high level inspection by CARA. ,;v;x:\\

Meanwhile, we have already taken action along the following iines -

(1) Govt of Maharashtra has decided to increase the allowed ratio of inter-
country V/s inter-country adoptions to 40:60. We have also dccided 10
count all NRI adoptions as foreign adoptions.

(2) We have decided to make it mandatory for adoption agencies to submii
a list of parents who give non-acceptance letters to the commissioner s

office.




(3) We have duected Child Welfare Commitices not o send any e

o chiidren to Preew Mandir till further orders.

We would also suggest that CARA should verity cases of non-acceptance
letters of Indian Parents more stringently before issuing NOCs since this s the
main way by which agencies like Preet Mandir manage to give a majority of babics
in foreign adoption. .

With regards,

Yours Sincerely.
N\ R
- u,‘x 02 PYVAREAL HE .
’ 6 e
) L

=7 o
W ( Vandana Krishna )

Shri. Yeshpal Dabas,

Secretary. (CARA),

Minisry of Women & Child Developnient,
Govt. of India.

West Block-V1I1, Wing-11, 2" floor,
R.K.Puram, New Delhi-110066.

e




To

\%E

GOVERNMENT OI" MAHARASHTRA

No.ADP 2006/C.R&1/D-3

Women & Child Devetopment Department.
Mantralaya, Mumbai- 400 032.

Date — 5" October 2006,

Yeshpal Dabas,

Sccretary.

Govl. ol India.

Central Adoplion Resource Agency.
R Puram. New Delhi — 110 066.

Dear Stir.

Wil

Sub : Investigation report regarding Preet Mandir, Punc.

Rel: Your D.O. fetter No.17-4/2004-CARA(PLI).
Dated 20" June 2006.

h relerence to your above DO, letter thisis to inform vou that 1o

Commissioner, W&CD. Pune has mow completed his Investigation Repor
o the alleged mal-practices of Preet Mandir, Punc and has submitted his
report (Marathi) vide letfer dated 10.8.2006. The main findings ol the report
are as loltows —

A squad was formed under Dy, Commissioner, Child Wellare which
conducted inquiry with I8 ollicers and other staff from 21.1.2006 onwards
[or about 2 months. The Tollowing institutions were inspected —

‘bt —
R N g

+)

Creet Mandie, Pune Unit & 2.
Govt. Shishu Sadan. Aurangabad.
Women's Shelter Home at Kanhe phata,
Taluka Mawal, District Pune run by Preel
Mandir.
Primary Children Home at Hignekhurd. Pune run by Mata
Vaishnavidevi Trust,

Uwas found that in Unit No.l & 2 in Preet Mandir Punc.
necessary Lacilities tor the care ol children are avaiiable. However,



4)

0)

in the Primary Children Home run by Mata Vaishnavdey
Charitable  Trust. the building and  facilitics arc  inadequale.
necessary registers and Tmancial allairs records have not heen
updated. Henee show cause  notice  was assued by the
Commissioner Office to this organisation on 3.83.20006, and their
In-Country Adoption license has not been renewed.

2) Trallicking of children in the sense ol sale & purchase ol habies

outside the adoprion process was not found. All adoptic s have
been done through the prescribed fegal process imvolving ACA.
CWC and Courts.

[t was Tound that Preet Mandir did not follow CARA guidelines ol
20006 regarding prescribed fees in the case ol two Inter-country
adoptions, where they charged more than the prescribed fees of S
3.500. These fees have been charged openly as donations and
receipts have been issued. fe. a joint receipt for adoption fees +
donation in the name of Mata Vaishoavidevi Trust. Therefore itis
not possible to say how much out of that amount 1s adoption lees
and how much is donation, nor have separate accounts been kepl
regarding this.

Adoption proceedings have been followed as per CARA guidelines
and as per adoption rules,

Medical and other Tacthities are provided as per CARA guidelines.
However, madequate facilitics were found inthe Pomary Children
Home run by Mata Vaishnavidevi Charttable Trust.

Prect Mandir has brought about substantial improvement i the
Govt. Shishu Sadan, Aurangabad which was transferred 1o Pree
Mandir. Facilities have been considerably improved. However. in
the last 3 years no adoptions have directly taken place from this
home, and children are translerred  from this home (o Prec
Mandir's main institution in Punc for adoption. This is robabhy
because all therr adoption work is done Trom Punc.and their other
branches are linked to this Head Office. Al children transterred
from Aurangabad Home to Preet Mandir Pune have been properly
rehabilitated and given in adoption. Nevertheless. Government of
Maharashira has decided (o issue instructions to Preet Mandir nol
to transter children [rom Aurangabad to Pune, but to give them i
in-country Adoption directly trom the Aurangabad Home.




"'if',.s

7)

8)

())

Uinwed mothers o pregnant women inoaced are aanmibic ! io
Women's She'ter Home run by Preer Mandir, Fhese wonmen gine
up their chitdien Tor adoption 1o Preci Mandir after debivery
following the necessary procedure e, signing the docunmient ol
surrender. Howcever: these women do not seem 1o have been
counseled by Preet Mandir not to give up their child as per
There seems 1o be a dilference of opimion as
o whether runring a Women’s Shelter Home on the above Tines
constitutes an uncthical practice. On the one hand .. can be said
that this shelter s run only Tor the purposc ol procuring bahies
from unwed mothers. On the other hand it is also true (hat this
home provides services ol a Nursing Flome, Mcedical Tactlities and
a sate shelter Tor such women where they can come and dehiver
legally without resorting (o under hand practices or abandoning
Lheir babies.

ll was Tound that Preet Mandir has not done a long term Tollow up
Lnterscountry adoption cases as preseribed by CARAL Alter
%llmo ane or (wo progress reports, no further elforts arce taken for
Lurther Tollow up reports. However, it is possible that all adoption
agencies may be simitlarly Latling in proper [oltow up.
tn case of 34 children given in inter-country adoption it was Tound
thal proper rejection fetiers were not oblained from o Lo parents
and Preet Mandiras well as ACA Punc have not made any specrad
cllorts moths regard. As per CARA cuidelines the role of ACA
Punc is crucial 1

g inter-country adoplion cases since such
cases can nol be processed withoul obtaining ACA's clearance
regarding clforts made o ind Indian adoptive parents Tor the
child.  Howevere ACA Pune has given NOCs [or inter-countiy
adoption in these cases. Commissioner Pune has recommended
that the role o ACA Punce i this regard necds (o be Turner
investicated by CARA

YN Lact the role of the state government is negligible i the entire

nuuxs(n VoA

adoption procedure as per prescribed CARA guidelines. Therctore
ththe stale gcovernment is o supervise and control the
adoplion process. investigale cases ol malpractice -7 carry oul
lnxpulmn\ Lthen a separate state level Adoption Cell s absolulely

ong with necessary stalf and facilities. I dhis
particular casc ol investigation almost 18 oflicers + stall had 1o
work lTor at feast 2 months 1o inspect abi children’s records on q
casce by cuse basis in order 1o complete this investigation. This
Kind o man power s simply not available on a regular basis.

DMore and more Indian adoptive parents are now coming fornvard

openly Tor adoption. Hence it is important o change the raho of
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In-country Lo intercountry adoptions rom SO:30 to bhik40 op 07
Govl ol Maharashira has alrcady assucd orders 1o ths chicer by
changing the ratio to 60:40 and counting NREadopiions as torcien
(inter-country) adoptions.

I2)Since the state government has no role 1o play mointer-counimn
adoprions. CARA disell should conduct mspections and check
records ol avencies in cases ol mter-country adoptions. 11 is also
suggested that CARA should develop a svstem ol nposing hefi
fincs o cases ol malpractices. E.g. lincs can be levied il any child
is Tound to be given in inter-country adoption for a fees higher than
the fees preseribed. or b it s Tound that Indian parents were
deliberately discouraged from adopling a child. or were not shown
appropriate children cic.

L)Y s also suggested that at Teast 60 days™ period should be given 1o
ACA/adoption ageney 1o Iind Indian parents belore thev are
constdered clear Tor nter-country adoption. The prescnt period o
M davs s simply madequate o find Indian parents, hecause oi

lack ol compulerisation and  exchange ol records henweon
acencies. By the time letters are issued 1o ditferen agencies

check whether willing Indian parents are available to adopi «
particular child or not. and by the time the agencies can mspedt
their records. contact parents and lind out whether any willing
Indian parents are available or not. the one month pertod would i
atready over,

1he detatted repart of the Commissioner Punce also meiudes thy
tollowing pomis -

o ftwas Tound that 160 children were give o m-country adoption and 537
moter-country adoption in the last 3 years. 337 records of children given
i inter-country adoption were inspected it was Tound that the prescribed
Co(30:50) has been folfowed by Preet Mandir,

Year Forcign N.R.L \ublmg,s Special  Abovesix o Tolal
care Years

2003 +3 44 38 5 3 135

20()4( 64 13 v 3 10 oy

200506 44 3% 813 i

lg)[.\l R D ()b 18 28 337

Ay

|
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{1 was found thal during 2003-2006 125 children were transteired o
Prect Mandir, Pune rom Aurangabad, 39 lrom Jalgaon. 45 from Solapur.
A2 from Satara, 28 rons Wardbha, 19 from Aol 12 om Bhandara, 14

]
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from Parbhant. 1O trom Sindhadures 10 Trom Nhime
Yeotmal, N
Osmanabad.

nagar. S from
rom Nandedo 3 from Mumbai. 4 Trom Dhule. <b Trom
lrom Jalna. 3 Trom Nashik, 2 Trom Kolhapur, 2 [rom Beed,
I from Buldhana. 1 lrom Amravati as per the orders ol the concernced
Child Wellare Committees. While it is true that Preel Mandir has been
recerving children from other districts through its atteged “network™ and
Ceontacts’ this has been done legally with the orders ol the CWCs within
the boundarices ol the law,

It
|

-
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No cases were lound ol forced procurement ol babics or payment 1o
mothers Tor procuring babies. 11 is Tound thal Prect "Mandir accepis
children which are olien rejected by other adoption agencics such as
children who are seriously ill, HIV positive, under-weight or in need of
medical carc and mentally retaided. Tt was found that Prect Mandir had
admitied 1035 siblings. 67 children in the older age group ol 6 to 12 years.
20 under-wetght children, 10 children needing special care, 69 children
with medical complications. 1 mentally deficient child and 5 HIV
children.

Out ol total 767 children admitted between 2003-2006, 314 were
abandoncd cases. 433 were admitted through CWCs.

The agency provides good mec

ical and child care such as incubalor,
saline. oxveen Tacilities. Tt employees pediatrician. physiotherapisis, 3
MUBBS doctors. 17 nurses, 172 carctakers and 24 social workers, 82
children attend English medium schools & 14 attend Marathi medium
schools,

Recoids ol Receipt Books were inspected from 2003 to 2006 recarding
donations received from foreign parcnts.  Entries of these amounts were
made in the Ledger Book, 10was Tound that amounts ranging from S 20
1o 5 6.500 were aceepted as donations. There was no documentary prool
of taking 5 12000 as reported by CNN/IBN.  As per the CARA
ouide

tnes 1993 (30 (e no limilwas prescribed Tor oblaining donations
[rom Toreign parents. A\ limit el S 3500 as donation fees was prescribed
moonhviMay 2006, Preet Mandir accepted S 5000 and E 11300 (curos)
lrom 2 parcals o 12.0.20006 and 30.6.2006. The agency reported thal
this excess amount s 1 the process ol beimng returned 1o the parenis,
Records show that correspondence exists Tor returning this amount only
imeone case. Hence CARA guidelines have been violated a2 cases,
Appropriate acton mav be taken o this regard.  However: as a broad
policy deciston. 1as recommended that i such cases a fine should be
levied on adopiion acencies o the extent of double the excess amount
chareed (difference between Tees charged and § 3300) and this fine
should be deposited o an ~Adopuon Fund™ maintained by CARA,

Regarding the issue of burning ol papers on 24.6.2000 as reported by
CNN/IBN. Comnussioner Punc

a8 Icporlcd that some old waste papers
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were burnt. Flowever, the agency has provided the investigating olficer
with all the records regarding inter-couniry adoption ete. as asked for,
Henee prima lacie there does not seem to be any vahidity in the
allcgations of deliberate buming of important documents.

o Other lacilities were Tound Lo be adequate.  Children Tive in dillerent
rooms depending on their age group and are given good lood. The
building is adequate with bath-rooms & toilets. drinking water. kitchens,
coolers, [ridge. healers. acquaguards ele. Enterlainment facilitics include
scll toys, cycles, sca-saw, T.V. tape recorder, C.D. player, garden, small
play ground, cducational Loys clc.

s All records & registers were found to be updated.

¢ Regarding Women's Shelter Home at Mawal, the facilities include T.V..
cradles, incubator. baby clothes, (raining hall, sewing machinc. lape
recorder, carrom boards cte.

At the time ol inspection. S women were present and I woman had
been admitied to KEM Hospilal, Pune tor delivery. The admitted girls
were from Amravati, Beed, Satara & Solapur. Most girls were admitied

through their parents. All girls were unmarried and had become pregnant
cither through affairs or through sexual exploitation. There is a Govl.

.. Shelter:Home for women at Pune, however it is found that these women

Ll notoome to the Govt. Shelter Home but go to Preet Mandir Home. 11s

ocial. workers dircctly contact such cases of pregnant girls and get them

nitle Ainto Preet Mandir Home. The agency also has direct contacls
1 ,"‘v";nons CWCs & 1Bs and gvnecologists. Tt is possible that they
l_g;;haic contacts with doctors and maternity clinics.

&5 While such a practice may be considered unethical or done with
laﬁd nolives, i°¢in not be said 10 be ilegal, as there is no clear law
tl’iéh they arc violaling. Regarding the allegation of not counseling such
others 1o retain their child, it must be kept in mind that in the Indian
al context where unwed mothers are looked down upon and would
social ostracism. 1t would be highly impractical 1o expect unwed
mothers to lake [his bold decision to keep their iflegitimate child,

g_ 1 :To sum up. 1t has been Tound that there is no direet tratlicking of
%_'_ghéldrcn taking place in Prect Mandir as all necessary legal procedures have
bgg:"én' followed. However, there seem to be some grey areas aboul uncthical
pra tices such as dirccly approaching unwed mothers and getting thiem
admitted in its shelter home lor procuring these babies (albeit with lcgal
consent) for adoption, giving priority (o foreign parents over Indian parents
(though within the prescribed 50:30 limil), and taking donations {rom
fofcign parents (prior fo the fresh guidelines of May 2006 except in hwo
“cases) though with receipt. Technically and Tegally there scem 1o be some
procedural errors and lailure to follow guidelines, but no clear violations of




v, Loy be equally rue tat other adoption agencies also follow similar
practices such as giving preference to forcign adoplive parcnls and mving 1o
maxinise carmmgs from torergn adoptions. Only detarled mspections of
other agencies can verily these Tacis. 1 Preet Mandir is making financial
prolits through foreign adoptions, at least these prolils scem to be ploughed
back mto their adoption agency and shelter homes to improve lacilities and
provide proper care. A separale investigation would be needed into the
alTairs ol Mata Vaishavidevi Trust to check whether donations which o
receives are actually Tully used Tor charitable purposes or not,

Prect Mandir has been accused ol operating a “business nel work™ ol
adoption.  Adoption s not an illegal activily but something which the
covernment actively promotes. Hence CARA will have to deline what is an
legal nelwork or rackel.  E.g. it may declare it illegal Tor an adoption
aucncy Lo diveetly approagh unwed mothers, clinics, doctors cele. (o procure
babics. CARA should dlso clarily what kind ol evidence can be collected in
such cases. I these circumstances, CARA may decide a suitable course of
action in casc Preet Mandir is Tound guilty of Tollowing unct

vical prachices,

Yours sincerceiv,

[ ¢
L

( Vandana Krishina

Scerelary.

Copy 1o Scerclary, Govie ol India, Ministry: ol Women & Child
opment. Shastri Bhawan, New Del

Deve

1L for mlormation.
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

No.ADP 2006/CR 221/D-3

Women & Child Development Deptl..
New Administrative Building,
Maniralaya, Mumbal 400 042

Date :-21% December, 2006

To
Secretary,
CARA,
R.K.Puram,
Ministry of Women & Child Development,
Sansad Marg,
New Dethi.

Subject :- Preet Mandir Case ----
Suspension of inter country adoption licensc.

Dear Sir.

We have received a request from Preet Mandir, Pune for
withdrawal of suspension order for inter courtry adoption. A cony of
the letter is attached herewith.

As per the latest situation, the courts have swarted clearing the in
country adoption cases and the pending inter country adoption cases
which were in the pipe-line.

No complaints have been received from any inter counti
adoptive parents recarding charging excessive fees  We are nol aware
whether CARA might have divectiy receivec such complaints.

Our investigation through Commissioner, Women & Chid
Development. Pune has also revealed that there are no cases ol
wafficking/sale ot babies through Preet Mandir, ie. there are no
complaints/evidence of sale of babies (o parents illegally or outside the
legal adoption process.

Preet Mandir has pointed out thac older children and specizl
neads children are suffering because of th2 suspension of mnter country

Prectmandiresuoprea.



oowase. Since the welfare of the child 1s the vrinvary concern of the
adcoation policy, action may be taken accordingly.

In view of the above, CARA may kindiv take a decision
.

reaarding withdrawal of suspension: order ot inter counuy adoption
licrnse, specially for older childien and children withv special needs.

Yours sincerely

L

( Vandana Krishna )
Secretary to Governnment.

Pyl As above.

Copy to the Commissioner, Women & Child Development,Pune.
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

: No. cwp 2=ol feR 4 40-A) D7 G
Women & Child Development Deparlment,
Mantralaya, Mumbai- 400 032.
‘Dated - 22nd December 2006.

To

Secrelary
CARA,

Govt. of India,
New Delhi.

Sub: Comments in Writ Petition No.1945 of 2006.

—

Ref: ShriJ.Pati, Dy. Director(CARA)’s letter
N0.18.2/2006-CARA, dated 15.12.2006.

Sir,

Qur broad comments on the above case related 1o Preet Mandir are as
follows :

The petiion seems 1o have been filed with the primary concern not
regarding the welfare of the child, but the mouves cf the adoption agency.
The government is less concerned with themotives of running an adoption
agency and more concerned whether the primary objective of the welfare of
the child to be given in adopuion is being achieved. Even if an adoption
agency 1s run with a selfish or business mouve to make money, that itself
does not become a crime or illegal.  Many schools, colleges, educational
institutions, hospitals are run as a business loday. Social services have
become commerclalised.

E.g. many medical and engineering colleges or
hospitals charge hefty amounts. But this does not mean that they should be
closed down because their motives are suspect. [t is not the government's
duty 10 ensure that NGOs operate out of charitable purposes only, nor 1s 1t
necessary that adoption agencies should operate on Joss. It is the welfare of
the children which is of primary concern. CNN has not focussed on this
aspect.  CNN seems (0 be obsessed with the business motives of Mr.
Bhasin. the greedy language which has used and how he communicates with
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clients. No doubt the languuge used by Mr. Bhasin is noi vers sophisitcaicd,
or cleverly articulated 10 give an impression of noble and sellless social
work. No doubt he speaks in a down-to-carth, direct or even crude munner
while dealing with clicnts. (Sardarjics are known for their rough carthy
language). Perhaps some other more sophisticated agencies would have

& used other words 1o deal with clicnts which would not have been found so

objectionable.  For example, instead of directly asking what is the income of

-clients or saying things like “double price for 2 children”, he should have
- used words in such a manner as “we are expecled 10 inquire about the clients

financial position” or “'yes it is allowed 1o legally adopt two children, but of
course the fees and expenses will have 0 be paid accordingly”. Perhaps
such words would have been more acceptable 1o CNN or other clients, but
the sum and substance would have been the same.

The report repeatedly, uses words such as “sale”, “trafficking” ete,
What s the defimtion ol tralficking?  These terms have been used very
irresponsidly, since all cases have gone through the court’s legal process.
We have not received any complaints of forcible procurement of children
from parents through extortion black mail or threat, Nor do we have any
cases where Preet Mandir purchased babies from poor parents.  The only
cases are of obtaining babies trom unwed mothers voluntarily. Even if poor
parents are relinquishing their children to Preet Mandir voluntarily. our main
concern should be — what is the best interest of the child? 1t should be kept
i mind that government does not give any grants 1o adoption agencies and
they are expected 10 raise their own resources. [n these circumstances,
agencies can not be expected w give bables free for adoption, they nave 1o
recover their cost. Let there be an inguiry 1o reveal whether Preet Mandir
has recovered more than the cost, or made any undue profits. which are nol
plougheg back mio the organisation.

Markel rates of 10,000 5 [5.000 S elc. have been quoted in the
petitiun.  The issuc is that i1 there 15 a demand suppiv gap, or boulencek
which slow down the adoption process or lengthy paper work and cou
cases, this aulomattcally increases the market price. Only about = )O
children get successtully adopled per vear on average. leaving a large unmet
demand gap. Unfortunately, the market has a logic of its own, based on
demand and supply, and does not consider moral or ethical considerations.
[f the govcmmcm mmposes a ceiling on official rates, or closes down
adoption agencies, this onlv creates a larger dumno supply gap which feads
o further m 1p1<i&.[lcu The wovernment” should serloubly consider
increasing the fees or charyes ailowed for adoption, specially 1n Cases where
expenses are higher, such as seriousty b infants, those with heart atlments or
disabihiies elc. I lees are kept too low, agencies will huve w0 recove

expenses through Jonauons
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[t can be no one’s case thut the medical and child care lacilines
provided by Preet Mandir are poor or unsatisfactory.  [n lact, among all
adoption agencics Preet Mandir probably provides the best lacilities which
have been recorded through various inspections over the vears. Thev are
also to e lauded for accepling seriously ailing babies, HIV positive babies,
babies with serious disabilities etc. Such children are not easily accepted by
most other agencies. Therefore it is not surprising if some children are found
in Preet Mandir to be suffering from scabies clc. Neglecied babies found in

dustbins and the like will obviously be severely traumatized, injured or sick.

[n fact the government would welcome CNN or any other NGOs tw
come forward and set up 1deal adoption agencies which do not charge high
fees etc. But unlortunately there do not seem to be any such agencies. All
of them seek 1o receive babies from C.W.Cs., because all of them have 10
deal with adoption as a competitive business.  This may offend the
sensibilities of many people, but thesc are the hard facts of our society.

At the same ume, we can not deny that there needs to be betier
monitoring and supervision of agencies 1o ensure that mal practices do no:
happen. This will require much larger staff and budget. [t is understood tha:
Govt. of India is now proposing providing for this.

It has been alleged in para 5 (6) that Preet Mandir keep many children
above 6 years of age and also thai they are not sent for schooling. [If somc
children do not find adoptive parents obviously they can not be thrown ou
and have 10 continue to live In the avency. The state government inspeclions
have shown that most ol their children do receive schooling.

Another allegation 1s that Preet Mandir runs a home for unwed
mothers as a commercial enterprise to procure babies cheaply. Once again.
the government should only be concerned about the welfare activii and not
about the motives of the NGO.  Shou'd these unwed mothers be tgnored b
society or lefl 10 their own devices. o 1s 1t better that they are provided wite
a secure place tor delivery?

Another allegation is that Preet Mandir reluses adoption o Indian
parents, so that tl

ey can sell their babies to foreign parents.  Reporls
submitied from time 1o time by Preet Mandir have shown that they do fullill
Many of the children given in foreign
adoption or 10 NRlIs are special needs children, or siblings. Nevertheless It
the government wants 10 ensure that [ndian parents should be given priority,

the minimum legal requirements.

&3



let the rule be changed and the government can lay down a condition that as

long as there is a waiting list of Indian parents (any where in the country),

..~ foreign parents should not be considered, even if the agency has fulfilled the
. mecessary 50% quota.

o We would also recommend thal some reforms be made in the
adoption process to reduce the scope for commercialization. For example,
the entire process is shrouded in secrecy. No agency reveals who are the

ggpgive parenis on its wailing list. The courts can not verify whether a
hild whose case is being heard for foreign adoption would be acceptable to
agy’yoiher Indian parents. Information about all wailing parents or waiting
fchildren are never exchanged among agencies or never placed on any
1 éﬁﬁalised web site.  This makes. it practically impossible for the
ie government to monitor whether Indian parents are available who are willing

5'adopt a child before the said child is given in foreign adoption.

. The petitioners have objected to Preet Mandir’s handling of cases
ch as showing the children to parents, giving them options for choice of
x giving them assurances etc. However, we do not agree with the existing
policy of keeping everything hidden from parents. There is no reason why
F'parents should not be allowed to visit an agency or see several children.
¥ Selection of children should not be viewed as “commodification” bul as a
natural process. A child is a life long commitment. Making the whole

process more transparent and open would In fact encourage and promote
adoptions.

It has been alleged that Preet Mandir pays a very small amount to
unwed mothers and sells the babies at high profit. Is it the petitioner’s case
that unwed mothers should be paid more, or poor parents should be paid
much more?  If so would it not lead to further greed of parents and
commercialization? Or is 1t their case that NGOs should not run homes for
unwed mothers? Or ts it their case that babies born out of wed-lock should
not be given in adoption but should grow up in an institution? What should
be done aboul such babies, born out of wed lock? The petitioner’s intention
is not very clear. Society has to some how deal with this aspect. If the
welfare of the child is our primary concern then adoption is the best option
even if it involves a profit for the adoption agency.

CNN has neglected the real issues — Why are there are so few
adoption$ happening in the country? Why are hundreds of children living in
institutions? Are the babies in Preet Mandir genuinely abandoned/

-relinquished or not? Will the child receive full legal rights after adoption or
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A The mouve of My Bhasin doues not matter. What matie:s s the i
Asult te. adoption. There s ne doude that Mr. Bhasin 1s blaitant abous nis
/demands, which the petitioner {inds “shameless”.

e

Perhaps otner agencies
are more circumspect or indirect i therr demands or expectations. Bub il
definitely can not be a crime o ask tor donations openly rather than
indirectly, or to use shameless language rather than posing as a selfless
social worker. [t should be kept in mind that Preet Mandir has given receiots
for donations. Further investigations may be carried out to verify this fact.

Govt. of Maharashira had recently invited adoptive parents 10 come
forward and register their complaints with the government in case they have
been cheated by Preet Mandir, or charged/asked for excessive fees, or
refused adoption unfairly. This exercise was carried out to verify the extent
to which Preet Mandir or other agencies indulge in such practices. So far no
such complaints have been regislered by adoptive parents or those parents on

the waiting list.  We arc not aware whether CARA has received such
complaints directly.

‘ Mr. Bhasin’s main fault seems to lie in that he quantifics the hidden
! truth and places a price on adopuon which society would much rather not
; know about. The legal adoption process allows adoption fegs. Mr.Bhasin
\ just puts it in crude words. For example, he has been accused of “offering
': discount on HIV positive children”. This is found shocking, but it 18 a fact

that no parent want 10 adopt HIV + babies. What should Preet Mandir (o
with HIV babies? Should it reluse 10 accept them at all?  Once accepled.
should they be destined 1o live i the insutution for several years 13 not beuier
to (ry o give inem o adopuion m any way possible, even il 1 involves

“offering a discount”™ on "HIV posiive children

v
[n conclusion we would Like to say that doing

a good deed out or
selfish motives 15 sull better than not doing the good deed

at all.

Yours sincerels.

1
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.; X { Vandana Krishna )
Secretary.




